
June 5, 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker Democratic Leader
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
H-232, U.S. Capitol H-204, U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515
 
The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Republican Leader Democratic Leader
United States Senate United States Senate
S-221, U.S. Capitol S-221, U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Opposing the Anti-Muslim “Sharia-Free America Caucus” and Related Legislation
 
Dear Speaker Johnson, Leader Jeffries, Leader Thune, and Leader Schumer:
 
We write as Members of Congress to express serious concern regarding the establishment of the
bicameral,  anti-Muslim, self-styled “Sharia-Free America Caucus” and its connection to anti-
Muslim legislation that singles out the faith tradition of American Muslims, one of many faith
traditions  that  have  shaped  the  United  States  since  its  founding.  The  premise  underlying
this caucus and the measures associated with it reflects longstanding Islamophobic narratives and
anti-Muslim sentiment rather than any demonstrated policy need.
 
Legislation being advanced from members associated with this hateful caucus includes the:

 Preserving a Sharia-Free America Act (H.R. 5722 / S. 3009)
 No Shari’a Act (H.R. 5512 / S. 3008)
 Protecting Puppies from Sharia Act (H.R. 7611)

These proposals address no identifiable gap in U.S. law and raise serious constitutional concerns.
The U.S. Constitution already makes clear that federal and state law govern civil and criminal
matters, and courts have repeatedly invalidated measures that single out a particular religion for
disfavored treatment. In Awad v. Ziriax (2013), the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit
permanently enjoined Oklahoma’s “Sharia ban” as a violation of the First Amendment.
 
Congress faces urgent national priorities. Devoting floor time to legislation rooted in religious
targeting would be a misuse of limited institutional resources. Leadership plays a decisive role in
determining what  legislation advances,  and we respectfully  urge  that  these  measures  not  be
scheduled for floor consideration.
 
We  further  urge  leadership  to  speak  clearly  against  initiatives  that  stigmatize  a  religious
community. Legislation explicitly targeting Catholic Canon law or Jewish Halakha would rightly



be rejected as discriminatory; proposals aimed at Islamic practices should be treated no differently.
Allowing such efforts to proceed risks normalizing religious discrimination within Congress itself.
 
For these reasons, we respectfully request that House and Senate leadership:
 

1. Publicly reaffirm Congress’s commitment to religious liberty and neutrality;
2. Reject efforts rooted in anti-Muslim bias; and
3. Refrain from scheduling the above-referenced legislation for floor consideration.

 
Sharia, like Catholic canon law and Jewish Halakha, is a system of personal religious guidance
developed through centuries of religious scholarship. For American Muslims, it primarily governs
matters of faith and ethics, such as prayer, charity, honesty, family responsibilities, and service to
others, and does not supersede U.S. law. Islamic teachings emphasize that Muslims should honor
the laws of the country in which one resides.
 
To be clear, American Muslims serve this nation in every capacity and are entitled to the same
constitutional  protections  as  all  other  Americans.  They  are  guided  by  both  faith  and  civic
responsibility to respect the U.S. Constitution, follow the law, and contribute positively to their
communities and to the nation they call home. Congress must not legitimize anti-Muslim proposals
that undermine those protections or foster division among the people we represent.
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your leadership in upholding the constitutional
principles that unite our nation.
 

Sincerely,

James E. Clyburn
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator

Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Angela D. Alsobrooks
United States Senator

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
United States Senator
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Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Timothy M. Kennedy
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Dave Min
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress
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Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman
Member of Congress

Lauren Underwood
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

Glenn F. Ivey
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress
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Laura Friedman
Member of Congress

April McClain Delaney
Member of Congress

Suhas Subramanyam
Member of Congress

James R. Walkinshaw
Member of Congress

Emily Randall
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Christian D. Menefee
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress
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Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Analilia Mejia
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress
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Luz M. Rivas
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

Nellie Pou
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Johnny Olszewski, Jr.
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Mazie K. Hirono
United States Senator

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress
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Adelita S. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress
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